482                   A  GLASTONBURY  ROMANCE
tip of her tongue to give vent to a quivering, long-drawn-out
scream, so that the great Latin syllables fell on deaf ears.
Sam the naturalist had certainly been overlaid by Sam the
theologian; but there was a sturdy animal instinct in him that
now broke through the spiritual chain-armour that he was wearing
like a tight-fitting aura or like an etheric body. It broke through
this aura with such a leap that the girl was frightened.
"I'll put it on for you!" he cried suddenly getting up with
a bound from her side. He rushed into the kitchen, and she heard
him empty and fill the kettle; and then she heard him clattering
with the iron cover of the stove as he pushed it aside with the
short poker she kept for that purpose and settled the kettle in
its place.
"He hasn't even looked to see how the fire is," she thought.
With a weary sigh she got up and followed him.
She caught him staring out of the kitchen window as she en-
tered, an ecstatical stare, like the sta^e of a village boy watching
the circus clown,
"What is it?'9 she asked, putting her arm on his shoulder.
She wanted him to fondle her and tell her how wonderful she'd
been to make him a father. Instead of this he drew away from
her touch.
"Oh, you will understand, Nell darling," he said, "when I've
told you everything, why I can't be like I was before?" He turned
his broad back upon her and walked out of the kitchen. He made
blindly for the couch where they had been sitting when she mur-
mured about the kettle. And she followed him submissively to
that familiar couch.
She made a motion as though to sit on his knee, but he warded
her off, clutching her wrist with a rough violence and pulling
her down by his side.
"That's what I really came to see you about, Nell; to be
absolutely frank with you; as we always are with each other,
aren't we?"
She thought bitterly to herself that if she had been less frank
with him this afternoon, never said a single syllable about her
condition, he would not have acted the least differently from the
way he was acting now!